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tion required. The employment soon became comparatively profita- 
bje, and above all had infinite charms to those wild spirits who alone 
at that time ventured into the seas of the West Indies." — Vol. I. pp. 
48-50. 



2. — 1. The Law of Patents for Inventions ; including the 
Remedies and Legal Proceedings in Relation to Patent 
Rights. By Willard Phillips. Boston. American Sta- 
tioners' Company. 1837. 8vo. pp. 528. 
2. The Inventor's Guide ; comprising the Rules, Forms, 
and Proceedings for securing Patent Rights. By Wil- 
LARD Phillips. Boston. S. Colman. 1837. 12mo. pp. 
368. 

Mr. Phillips has given us two works on the same subject ; — 
one for the professional, and the other for the non-professional 
reader. The first and larger work presents a full and syste- 
matic view of all the principles which regulate the law of Pat- 
ents, illustrated by the various cases on this subject which have 
been adjudicated in the English and American courts. It is at 
once a philosophical and lawyer-like production. Reasons are 
presented, as well as precedents. The subject is handled with 
vigor, freedom, and learning. The French jurisprudence, which 
on this subject bears a strong resemblance to that of England 
and the United States, qualem decet esse sororum, is freely 
resorted to. A work like the present, where learning and phi- 
losophy, which so seldom meet in law-books, are joined, has been 
much needed by the profession for some time. Mr. Fessenden's 
" Essay on the Law of Patents," which is the only other Amer- 
ican treatise on this subject, was a useful publication in its 
day, being well calculated to facilitate the labors of the practiser 
at the bar ; but the lapse of time since its appearance has ren- 
dered another work highly necessary, which shall include the 
important alterations in the law, the many decisions of the 
courts, and the expansion of the principles bearing on patent 
rights, which have taken place. Besides, Fessenden's Essay was 
little more than a compilation, stuffed with the ipsissima verba 
of the courts, and containing very scanty discussions or state- 
ments of principles, other than as these occurred in the opinions 
of the court, from which are made such extended extracts. 

The English treatises on the law of Patents are numerous, 
amounting to some half dozen, or more. Several of these have 
considerable merit ; but all are deficient in a philosophical and 
logical way of showing the subject. In them the legal decis- 
ions are almost uniformly collected with fidelity, and arranged 
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with some degree of method ; but the golden cord of connexion, 
which is wrought from the author's brain, and by which all the 
parts are bound to each other as by a natural attraction, seems 
to be wanting. With the best of these Mr. Phillips's work will 
bear a comparison. Indeed, if wie did not feel disposed to 
moderate the expression of our opinion, lest we fall under the 
suspicion of being swayed by a national partiality, aVo should 
place his work before them all, both in practical utility and in 
appropriate treatment of the subject. 

In the snialler work, which is called " The Inventor's Guide," 
the author has prepared an abstract or abridgment of the other, 
calculated chiefly for artists, inventors, mechanics, and, in short, 
for all who are not enrolled under the standard of black-letter. 
Those portions of the larger treatise, which are technical, or 
which relate to remedies and legal proceedings on the infringe- 
ment of patents, are properly omitted. This little book contains 
a neat and succinct view of the whole subject, so far as it is 
interesting to other than professional readers. We venture to 
anticipate from its circulation not a little practical good. The 
rights of inventors will be more generally understood ; and will, 
therefore, be more promptly secured and more universally re- 
spected. This, indeed, is one of the many facilities, peculiar 
to our age, for bringing home to the common mind a knowledge 
of some of those principles of law, in which all have such a 
deep stake, and which, by a presumption of law sufficiently par- 
adoxical, all are supposed to know. In the short interval since 
its publication we have already met more than one practical 
mechanic, who has most carefully thumbed " The Inventor's 
Guide" ; and we do not doubt that it will be extensively used 
throughout the country. 



3. — A P tea for the Education of the People of Kentucky. An 
Address, delivered before the Mayor and Common Coun- 
cil of Lexington, on the 29<A of July, 1837; the Anni- 
versary of the Public School of that City. By Robert 
WiCKWFFE, Jr. Lexington, (Ky.) ; Hinnell & Zimmer- 
man. 1837. 8vo. pp. 17. 

This production bears the marks of a young, but able writer. 
It is full of an undisciplined vigor, which is often at once the 
sign of youth and of a hopeful manhood. It has a copiousness 
of language and illustration, which clearly shows that the author 
draws from a full fountain ; and that his care, in future, must 
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